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awe emexysi® O% te ata ONuration te only figures available 

are estimates made after the iso9 Census, which, for purposes of 
this discussion can be accepted as reasonably accurate. They were: 


Eskimo 15,600 
Indians 11,300 
Aleuts 5,600 

32,500 


Under any of the foregoing plans the Eskimo population and a 
small portion of the Indians would reside in the District and the 
majority of the Indians in the State. Under Plan “A” or Svea the 
Aleuts would reside in the District along with the Eskimo and a 


small portion of the Indians. 


Of the twelve largest centers of population; having a total of 
96,833, Nome is credited with 5,592 and is the only one to be em- 
braced by the District under any of the above plans of partition. All 
of the others will be in the State even under the restricted Plan “A”. 


ECONOMY 
Banking The combined resources of the banks is a good barometer 
by which to judge the economy of a country, be it large or small. 
Under date of June 30, 1953, we have the following figures 
concerning the banks of Alaska. 


Authorized total capital 


$2,420,400.00 


Under all three proposed plans for partition it is broken down 


as follows: 


Within the proposed State 
Within the proposed District 


Total commercial deposits 
Within the proposed State 
Within the proposed District 


Fisheries The total value of fish] Minerals 


products since the purchase of 
Alaska have aggregated approx- 
imately two billions of dollars. 
Of this vast amount only a frac- 
tion of one per cent can be cred- 
ited to the area embraced with- 
in the district under Plan B or 
cS 


Agriculture There is absolutely 
no commercial agriculture in 
Alaska today except within the 
proposed state under any ofthe 
three plans. This includes the 
dairy industry, which has grown 
to considerable proportions in 
the First, Third and Fourth Ju- 
dicial Divisions. The potato crop 
of 1953 is said to have reached 
a total value ofa million dollars. 


$2,320,400.00 
100,000.00 


135,106,789.30 
133,660,660.48 
1,446,128.82 


All four judicial divi- 
sions have shared in the pro- 
duction of minerals; the prin- 
cipal items having been gold 
and copper. Gold, platinum, and 
possibly tin, are the principal 
economy of the Second Division 
and probably would be the 
main economy of the district 
under any of the proposed plans. 


Timber The national forests are 
entirely within the area to be 
the state under any plan. Most 
of the district would be without 
merchantable timber. 


Fur The situation as regards fur 
is almost identical with that of 
the mineral wealth: divided, 
but leaving it as one of the prin- 
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cipal items in the economy of 
the district. 


Power Most of the proposed 
plans for hydro-electic power 
are confined to the area to be- 
come a state. Some are of con- 
siderable magnitude. 


Roads All of the present Class A 
roads are within the proposed 
state. The breakdown of mile- 
age and class of road can easily 
be secured from the Alaska 
Road Commission or the terri- 
torial engineer, but very little 
will come into the district. 


Railroads The White Pass & Yu- 
kon Railroad (Canadian) serves 
in the First Division. The Alas- 
ka Railroad serves in the Third 
and Fourth. There areno others. 


Parks The national parks will be 
within the state. 


Petroleum The Navy Reserve 
No. 4 is in the Arctic and would 
be within the district but is not 
subject to entry under any plan. 
Renewed interest isnow focused 
upon oil drilling, but is confined 
entirely to the area to be em- 
braced by the state. 


Seal Fisheries The seal fisheries 
are confined to the Pribilof Is- 
lands but are subject to inter- 
national treaty and could not 
véry well be administred by 
either the state or district. 


Cattle The cattle industry for 
production of meat has been 
confined to Kodiak and vicinity, 
and is not practical in the re- 
gions having less temperate 
weather. The reindeer industry 
is capable of producing large 
quantities of meat and the tun- 
dras of the Second Division are 


ideal fof its development. It 
could be an important item in 
the economy of the district. 


Press and Radio There are sev- 
enteen newspapers published in 
the territory. The only one in 
the Second Division is the Nome 
Nugget, a tri-weekly publica- 
tion. ‘There are several com- 
mercial radio broadcasting sta- 
tions in Alaska, but none in the 
Second Division. 

* % * 
ARGUMENT 

The original referendum on 
statehood resulted in a majority 
being in favor of it though both 
the Second and Fourth Divisions 
cast a negative vote. However, it 
will be noted that the population 
away from the centers of popula- 
tion were strongly opposed to the 
idea. 

Any plan for statehood must 
grant assets to the state to permit 
taxation for its support. Also, the 
distribution of population must be 
such as to permit and make possi- 
ble good administration, county 
government, etc. 

From the above statistical infor- 
mation it is obvious that part of 
Alaska is now rightfully entitled 
to become a state, but it is equally 
true that the burden would be 
great unless the federal govern- 
ment would retain responsibility 
for a large segment of its popula- 
tion and undeveloped domain. 

In any plan for statehood, par- 
tition should be given considera- 
tion and then, if partition is desir- 
able, the act creating the state 
should provide that when, and if, 
the district attained its growth it 
would be annexed and made a 
part of the State of Alaska, thus 
avoiding the possibilitiy of creat- 
ing two states. 
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A SUGGESTION FOR THE REORGANIZATION 
OF ALASKA 
IN ANTICIPATION OF STATEHOOD 


All Alaskans would like state- 
hood but we are convinced at the 
present time that we are not 
ready for it in the northern and 
western part of Alaska. It seems 
to us that a country one-fifth the 
size of the whole United States 
with a population of something 
over one hundred thousand peo- 
ple, of which a great many are 
Indians and Eskimos, can hardly 
support itself as a state under 
present conditions. They tell of 
other states in the Union that be- 
came states with even less popu- 
lation than we have at present, 
but those sections of the country 
did not include a vast territory 
like Alaska; also living costs etc. 
were on a far less expensive scale 
than now exist in Alaska. 


For a long time we have felt 
that the people in the thickly 
populated portion of Alaska, who 
appear io want statehood, should 
have it, but, that other portions 
where the population is small, 
should not be included. In other 
words, that Alaska should be div- 
ided, or partitioned, making a 
state of the eastern and southern 
portion and the western and 
northern portion be made a dis- 
trict. As a dividing line the follow- 
ing has been suggested: Include 
Koaiak in the state and then run 
up the 153rd Meridian to the Yu- 
kon River; up the Yukon to the 


The state to select its city to 
become its capital and the City 
of Nome, as the largest city in 
that portion of Alaska, to become 
the capital of the district. The 
district of Alaska would be gov- 
erned by a governor and a secre- 
tary appointed by the President, 
and would have a federal judge, 
U.S. attorney and U.S. marshal, 
with U.S. commissioners to en- 
force the laws, and the Depart- 
ment of Interior would have 
charge of the natives in the dis- 
trict, which would include Aleuts 
from the Aleutian Islands, Indians 
from central Alaska and the Eski- 
mos from western and northern 
Alaska. When the law is passed 
it should be drawn to allow for 
the District of Alaska to become 
a part of the State of Alaska, 
when and if the district developed 
to such an extent that it would 
be an asset to the state instead of 
a liability as at present. 


Some of the southeastern gen- 
tlemen have suggested that Bris- 
tol Bay should be included in the 
state to give the state the fisheries 
in those waters. If so, the south- 
ernmost line of the Fourth Divi- 
sion could be used as the dividing 
line, starting at Cape Newenham 
and following the Third and 
Fourth Division boundary line i 


Meridian and then on | 






in southeastern AlasKa and the 
rapid growth of the population 
and economy along the Alaska 
Railroad in central Alaska, the 
granting of statehood by Congress 
appears favorable. 


The referendum by which the 
people of Alaska declared them- 
selves as for and against state- 
hood was the expression of a 
smaller portion than the present 
population and has since ceased 
to be a true criterion. However, 
it was most apparent that the re- 
mote and sparsely settled popula- 
tion of the territory were in oppo- 
sition. There is little doubt that 
a referendum at this time would 
reveal a greater proportion of the 
population favoring statehood but 
with the same demarcation be- 
tween the urban and suburban 
segments. 


The vastness of Alaska and the 
distribution of population is such 


that the people of one section may 
have interests quite opposite to 
those of another. Therefore, in 
view of the great changes which 
have taken place since the origin- 
al referendum, and in fairness to 
all who are concerned, it seems 
highly desirable and practical to 
consider the question of PARTI- 
TION. 


For the immediate purpose of 
this discussion it is proposed to 
divide the territory into two sec- 
tions on a basis of population and 
natural economy. To carve a state 
from a land mass of one-half a 
million square miles and be fair 
to all people of the territory is 
not an easy matter nor can it be 
done arbitrarily. A state, to sup- 
port itself, must have assets and 
population. Three suggestions, al- 
though there could be more, ap- 
pear to have particular merit. 
These three are as follows: 


Sanne 
A. That portion east of the 153rd Meridian and south of 
the Yukon and Porcupine Rivers, including Kodiak Island, 

to constitute the future state. 


B. All of the present First and Third Judicial Divisions and 
all of the Fourth Judicial Division east and south of the 
153rd Meridian, Yukon River and Porcupine River, to 


constitute the future state. 


C. All of “B” excepting the Aleutian Islands and the islands 
of Bering Sea to constitute the future state. 


All of the Territory not embraced by the State shall become 
a District or Limited Territory. 


See map showing the three above boundaries 
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POPULATION OF ALASKA BY JUDICIAL DIVISIONS 
NUMBER, PERCENTAGES OF INCREASE AND DENSITY 


Judicial Division 1950 1939 Land Area in Sq. Mi. 
First 28,203 25,251 34,391 
Second 12,272 11,877 147,135 
Third 59,518 19,312 152,031 
Fourth 28,650 16,094 247,508 
Total 128,643 72,524 571,065 

Division Density per 100 sq. mi. Percentage Increase 


1950 1939 19339 to 1950 
First 82. 73.4 11.7 
Second 8.4 8.1 3.3 
Third 41.9 13.6 208.2 
Fourth 11.6 6.5 78. 


(Source: 1950 United States Census of population, U.S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Bureau of Census. Alaska, 1950 Population 
Report P-A 51) 


Accepting the above figures and Partition of Alaska to be under 
Plan “B”, specified above, the following tables will sustain argument 
in favor of Partition though there may still be a question as to 
which of the three proposals would be most acceptable to the major- 
ity. Later figures, when available, will tend to emphasize the regions 
showing growth in population and economy. The following figures 
given for the Fourth Judicial Division will be somewhat arbitrary 
but based upon reasonably accurate estimates. 


PROPOSED STATE 


Judicial Division Area in Sq. Mi. Population 
First 34,391 28,203 
Third 142,031 59,518 
Fourth (one-third) 82,503 (two-thirds) 19,084 

Total 258,925 106,805 
PROPOSED DISTRICT 
Second 147,135 12,272 
Fourth (two-thirds) 165,005 (one-third) 9,542 
Totals 312,140 21,814 


(Texas has an area of 265,876 square miles) 


DENSITY OF POPULATION 
District — 14.3 Square miles per person 


Porcupine River; up the Porcu-|0utlined. This would p 
pine River to the dividing line| den of the care of the 
between Alaska and Canada, and| the Alaska Peninsula a 
up that line to the Arctic Ocean.|¢Utian Islands on the rah 
Everything south and east of these With the developmen ; the 
lines to become the state, and! pulp industry and the potential 
everything west and north of|aluminum and iron deposits, to- 
the lines to become a district.! gether with hydro-electric power 
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USEFUL STATISTICS FOR CONSIDERATION IN THE 
PARTITION OF ALASKA STATE AND DISTRICT 
The Seventeenth Census of the United States credits Alaska 
with a total population of 128,643 and a land mass of 571,065 square 
miles. Density of population is 2.5 persons per 100 square miles. 


The following table compiled from the 1950 census reveals some 
interesting and pertinent facts as a basis for consideration in any 
plan of Partition: 
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State — 


2.4 Square miles per person 


RACIAL COMPOSITION OF ALASKA POPULATION, 1950 
(Estimates based upon information from Alaska Native Service) 


Whites 93,000 
Natives 35,000 
Others 1,000 
129,000 
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